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have so reduced the power, and humbled 
the pride of the enemy, as to fnake it pro- 
bable that negociatious now entered upon 
might be closed by a safe and honourable 
peace. And it is certain that the rejection 
by the enemy, of reasonable conditions of 
peace, would give new vigour to the ge- 
neral effort of Europe to throw off his 
yoke. 

That the petition now read, be approved 
and adopted. 

That the Members for the County be 
requested to present the petition to the 
House of Commons. 

That the resolutions and petition of this 
day be printed in such of the London and 
provincial papers, as the Chairman shall 
think proper. 

Josiah Wedgwood, Chairman. 
The chairman having left the chair, 
Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the chairman, for his 
impartial conduct this day, and'for the zeal 
and ability he has uniformly manifested to 
promote the interests of this neighbour- 
hood, — — 
To the Honourable the Commons of the 
Uu'ted Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in Parliament assembled : the 
humble Petition of the undersigned 
Inhabitants of the Staffordshire Pot- 
teries, 
Showeth, 
That your petitioners are perfectly sen- 
sible of the dependence of their personal 
and local interests on -the general well- 
being of their country, and of the insepar- 
able connexion of national safety and pros- 
perity with national honour. Deeply im- 
pressed with that conviction and, warmly 
<|evoted to the public welfare, for which 
tfcsy are ready to makeevery sacrifice, and 
endure every privation, yqur petitioners 
humbly conceive that they owe it to Par- 
liament and their Country, as well as to 
themselves, to lay before this House a short 
and plain statement of their present unfor- 
tunate condition, and to pray for such 
**Vi*f as to your wisdom shall seem effec- 
tual. 

The exclusion of your petitioners' pro- 
duce from their accustomed markets for 
nearly five years, by the tyrannical' edicts 
ttf the enemr, aided, as your petitioners 
presume to tn:nk, by those mistaken mea-. 
•ores which were intended to counteract 
them, produced those scenes of misery in 
**w manufacturing districts of Great Bri- 
tain, which were laid before the last Par- 
•anient, in the course of their inquiry into 



the effects of his Majesty's Orders in Coun- 
cil. 

These sufferings have been aggravated' 
by the entire shutting up of the market of 
the United States of America, being by far 
the most considerable market that your pe- 
tioners enjoyed. 

A large body of our labourers now de- 
rive a subsistence, necessarily scanty, either 
from parish relief, or from the bounty of 
their employers. The demands on both 
these funds are daily increasing, and their 
supply diminishing. Contributors to the 
poor-rates are becoming paupers. Master 
manufacturers are expending their own 
moans of security against ruin ; and the 
workmen, under the pressure of hopeless 
poverty, are rapidly losing the spirit of in- 
dependence which formerly distinguished 
them. 

The prospect of opening the ports of the 
North of Europe, in consequence of the 
defeat of the French armies in Russia, par- 
tial as it is, and dependant as it must be, 
upon the uncertain events of war, has al- 
ready diffused a hope and spirit among the 
manufacturers, sufficient to show your ho- 
nourable House, the general conviction of 
that great and certain relief which would 
arise from the restoration of our ancient 
commercial intercourse, by the establish- 
ment of a general peace. 

Your petitioners, do, therefore, most 
earnestly implore your honourable House 
to consider whether- it be not possible to 
make the offer of such- reasonable condi- 
tions of peace, as the present happy turn 
of affairs might enable Great Britain, and 
the powers connected with her in alliance, 
or friendship, to propose, with perfect safe- 
ty to their honour, with some hope that 
they might be accepted by a weakened and 
humble enemy, und with an absolute cer- 
tainty, that his rejection of them, would 
give new vigour to the general effort of 
Europe to throw off his yoke. Aadyuur 
petitioners shall ever pray. 

Offers for negotiation made itr/ Franc: since the 
kreajiing out qf the pre sent ivar in 1^03. 
j'rom Pliilijn's Monthly jlifarazine. 
I. On assuming the imperial title, Bona- 
parte addressed a letter to the king of 
Great Britain, dated 2d, Ian. 1803. Iu this 
lie stated that, " His first wish was for 
peace, and that he considered it as no dis- 
grace to make the first «tep ." He observed, 
" that the wwr was without an object, and 
that it was a melancholy business w cause 



us 



Documents relating to Public Affairs. [Feb. 



two nations to fight, merely for the »ake 
of fighting." In answer, Lord Mulgrave, 
then secretary of state, informed Bonapar- 
te, " That there was no object which his 
Majesty had more at heart than to avail 
himself of the first opportunity to procure 
again for his subjects the- advantages of a 
peace founded on basis which might not 
be incompatible with the permanent securi- 
ty and essential interests of his' dominions ; 
but, that his Majesty felt it impossible to 
answer more particularly to the overture 
that had been made to him, till he had 
time to communicate with the powers on 
the Continent, with lunam he tvas engaged in 
confidential connections and relations ; and par- 
ticularly the Emperor of Russia, who had 
given the strongest proofs of the wisdom 
and elevation of the sentiments by which 
he was animated, and the lively interest 
which be took in the safety and indepen- 
dence of the continent." Of course no 
further correspondence took place. 

II. On the 8th of March, 1806, M.Tal- 
leyrand transmitted to Mr. Fox, an extract 
from a speech of Napoleon to the legislative, 
body, to the following effect : " I desire 
peace with England. On my part 1 shall 
never delay it a moment : I shall always 
be ready to conclude it, taking for its basis 
the stipulations of the treaty of Amiens." 
This led the way to the negotiation carried 
on by Mr. Fox to the time of his tteath, 
and afterwards by Lord Grey, and which 
■was broken off by our refusing to nego- 
ciale otherwise than in conjunction with 
Russia ; Lord Lauderdale haying declared, 
that England " was resolsed not to make 
peace, without obtaining for Russia all the 
objects on which she insisted, which were, 
more interesting, if possible, to England, 
fhan those points which might be consi- 
dered as peculiarly connected with her owp 
interests." 

This result was the more to be regret- 
ted, as it had been proposed on the part 
of the' French Emperor not only to re- 
store Hanover to his Majesty without any 
compensation, but also to give up Malta 
and the Cape of Good Hope ; his minister 
Talleyrand, having observed, that " Ha- 
nover was for the honour of the Crown, 
Malta for the honour of the Navy, and 
the Cape of Good Ijope for the honour pf 
the British Commerce." 

III. On the 18th April, 1807, the Aus- 
trian ambassador in London, Prince Siah- 
remberg, transmitted to his Majesty's mi- 
nisters, a proposal from the Emperor of 
Austria, pf bis friendly intention " for ef- 



fecting a reconciliation between the belli- 
gerent powers." Mr. Canning, then Se- 
cretary of State, replied, that " his Mat 
jesty would willingly accede to such nego- 
tiations, whenever the consent of the other 
parties interested in them should be obtain- 
ed j" and that " his Majesty would lose 
no time in communicating with such pow? 
ers, and, if their views should be favour- 
able to his Imperial Majesty's proposal, in 
concerting with them the mode in which ne^ 
gociations should beopened." It does not ap- 
pear that the British ministry ever adopted 
any measures for consulting their allies on 
this subject ; and consequently the pro- 
posal was of no avail. 

IV. On the 1st August, 1 807, M. Alopeus, 
the Russian Ambassador at London, noti- 
fied to the British ministry, that " the Em- 
peror of Russia had, by the treaty of Til- 
sit, offered himself as a mediator of peace 
between England aud France, provided.hisf 
mediation was accepted within the space 
of one month." In reply, Mr. Canning 
" required, as a preliminary, the commu- 
nication of the treaty of Tilsit, and the 
statement of those equitable and honour- 
able principles, upon which his Imperial 
Majesty expresses his belief ■ that France is 
desirous of concluding a peace with Great 
Britain.". The negociatjon was afterwards 
carried on by Lord G. L. Gower, at Peters- 
burgh, with the Russian ministry ; in the 
course of which it was conceived, that an 
opportunity was afforded of detaching Rus- 
sia from the interests of France. The dis- 
cussion was accordingly continued with) 
other vietvs than those of peace* In the offi- 
cial correspondence it appears, that Mr. 
Canning informed the British Envoy, that 
«' the establishment of future good under- 
standing between this country and Russia, 
and the concert of measures to be taken, 
with a view to future exertion, were alone 
the proper subjects of discussion between 
the two governments." This negotiation, 
was, however, suddenly terminated by our 
attack upon Copenhagen ; which so exas- 
perated the Emperor of Russia, that he 
declared, that " no arrangements should 
take place between Russia and England, 
uutil the latter should have given satisfac^ 
tion to Denmark ;" at the same time ex- 
pressing his expectation, that " his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, instead of permitting his 
ministers, as had lately been the case, to 
scatter anew the seeds of war, would lend 
his assistance to the conclusion of peace, 
with France." 

V. On the 20th of November, 1S07, 
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Prince Strahremberg, the Austrian ambas- 
sador, officially and earnestly requested, 
his Britannic Majesty, to " declare hjs in- 
tentions in evincing his disposition to enter 
into a negociation for a maritime peace, 
upon a basis suitable to the reciprocal Inte- 
rests of the powers who might take a part 
in it." To this Mr. Canning replied, tjiat 
" his Majesty was then, as he had all times 
been, prepared to enter into a negociation, 
for the conclusion of such a peace as should 
settle on equal terms the respective inte- 
rests of the powers engaged in the war, 
as shouhJ.be consistent with his Majesty's 
fidelity to his allies, and should provide for 
the tranquillity and security of Europe." 
In consequence of this answer, the Austrian 
minister, about five weeks afterwards, in- 
formed the British ministry, that, «' in 
consequence of the pacific disposition of 
his Britannic Majesty, he wa3 charged to 
propose to the British ministry to send im- 
mediately plenipotentiaries tp Paris for 
the purpose of treating for the establish- 
ment of peace between all the powers at 
war with England ;" adding, that " this 
must furnish a proof of the good faith and 
of the sincere intention of France to put 
an end to the calamities of war." He no- 
tified, at the same time, that " he was au- 
thorised to give passports to the ministers 
appointed for that purpose." After a long 
correspondence, Mr. Canning informed the 
Austrian minister, that " his Majesty could 
not again consent to send his plenipotenti- 
aries to a hostile capital." The further in- 
terference of Prince Stahremberg was, at 
the same time, effectually prohibited, by 
Mr. Canning informing him, that " his 
Majesty had not given him any authority 
to speak in the name of his JVJajesty to the 
government of France." The Austrian 
ambassador immediately demanded his pass- 
ports ; and Austria was added to the list 
of our enemies. 

VI. In October, 1808, the Emperors of 
France and Russia met in amity at Erfurth, 
for the purpose of adjusting the peace of 
Europe, and avoiding the delays and 
alleged, equivocations, which had attend- 
ed former negotiations ; and, as England 
had recently declared that she continued 
the war for Russian objects, the participa- 
tion of Russia in the first overture appear. 
ed likely to remove every difficulty. The 
two Emperors accordingly addressed the 
following perspicuous letter to the King of 
England : 

" Sire, — The present circumstances of 
Europe have brought us together at Er- 



furth- Our first thought is to yield to the 
wish and the wants of every people, and 
to seek, in a speedy pacification with your 
Majesty, the most e/rjeacious remedy for 
the miseries which oppress all nations. 
We make known to your Jkfajestyour sin- 
cere desire in this f espe,ct by the present 
letter. 

" The long and bloody war which has 
torn the continent, is at an end, without 
the possibility of hieing renewed. Many 
changes have taken place in Europe ; many 
states have been overthrown- The cause 
is to be found in the state of agitation and 
misery m which tbe stagnation of maritime 
commerce has placed the greatest nations. 
Still greater changes may yet take place, 
and all of them cdutrary to the policy of 
the English nation. Peace, then, is at 
once the interest of the continent, as it is 
the interest of the people of Great Bri- 
tain. 

" We unite in injtreatingyour Majesty to 
listen to the voice of humanity, silencing 
that of the passions ; to seek to conciliate 
all interests, with the intention of arriving 
at the object, and by that means to pre- 
serve all the powers which exist, and to 
insure the happiness of Europe, and of this 
generation, at the head of which Provi- 
dence has placed us. 

" ALJtJAtfDfR.~NArOI.EON." 

To this overture, characterized by a 
frankness which has perhaps no example 
in ancient or modern history, Mr. Can- 
ning, the English Secretary, replied to 
the Russian minister, that " however de- 
sirous his Majesty might be to reply direct- 
ly to hi3 Majesty the Emperor of Russia, 
he found it impossible to adopt that mark 
of respect towards the Emperor of Russia, 
without at the same time acknowledging 
titles which his Majesty never had acknow- 
ledged ; that his Majesty will hasten to 
communicate to his Majesty the King of 
Sweden, and to the existing government 
of Spain, the proposals which have been 
made to him ; and that it is absolutely ne- 
cessary his Majesty should receive an im- 
mediate assurance that France acknow- 
ledges the government of Spain as pitrtj/ to 
any negociation, and that suchjs the in- 
tention of ihe Emperor of Russia his Ma- 
jesty cannot doubt." To this unhappy an- 
swer the Russian and French ministers re- 
plied in a style which bordered on remon- 
strance, in which the Russian minister 
exclaimed, that " after fifteen years of war 
Europe had a right to demand peace j" and 
the French minister contended, that "the 
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French government bad as much right to 
demand the admission of the Irish insur- 
gents to be parties to the uegociation as the 
English had to claim the admission of the 
Spanish insurgents. Mr. Canning, in his 
reply to the Russian minister, appealed 
with much energy to Russia against 
France; and, in his answer to the French 
minister, 'he insisted, that the Cause of the 
Spanish insurgents, was that of the Spanish 
nation, and the legitimate monarchy of 
Spain, and that the central and supreme 
government, acting for Ferdinand VII., 
must be a partyto ^the tregociation. No 
answers were given, and thus the alleged 
purpose of the Imperial meeting at Er- 
furth was unfortunately deprived of its 
effect. 

VII. In the month. of February, 1810, 
JSoriapaMe gave the government of Hol- 
lauti to understand, that "its political ex- 
istence as an independent state, wouldde- 
pend upon tile dispositions of the British 
government, with wspect to peace with 
France." In consequence of this, Mr. 
Labouehere was despatched, at the instance 
of Louis Bonaparte and -the Dutch go- 
vernment, from Amsterdam to London, 
to lay this-srate of affairs before the British 
-ministry, and toimpress upon them how 
much it would be for 'the advantage of 
EagiartdVtbat Holland should not fall un- 
ifier the- sovereign- dominion of the French 
empire^ but remain an independent powci . 
On his arrival in London, he had an au- 
dience with the Marquis Wellesley.; to 
■whom be communicated the substance of 
-his instructions, and on whom it appears 
he endeavoured to impress the conviction, 
thafthe general inteiest well understood, 
and. the lasting prosperity of every com- 
mercial state, imperiously required, that 
the crisis in which Holland was, should 
not be looked at with indifference. To 
this application, no official reply was 
made ; but, from the verbal communica- 
tions of -Lord Wellesley, and the general 
observations and information of Mr. La- 
houchere, it appeared to him, as stated in 
his report- to the Dutch government, that 
•'the main question of peace or war en- 
gaged little Of the public attention. That 
they were reconciled by habit to the con- 
tinuance of the war; and that its conse- 
quences, far from being felt, were rather 
favourable to private interest. That it 
must not, ; however, be inferred, that a 
settled resolution hadbeen taken to reject 
all proposalsfor peace, bat that probably, 
if France showed -an inclination of this 



kind, the British ministry would afford 
mnay facilities; but that, under all the 
considerations of the times, those which 
related to Holland were only of a second- 
ary and very remote interest ; and that the 
conviction of the impossibility that any 
convention respecting that country, could 
ever, under the influence of France, offer 
any chance of security to England, unless 
it was connected with a general arrange- 
ment, had blunted all the feeling which 
Holland could otherwise have inspired ; so 
far, indeed, as not to draw any attention 
to the very important motives which should 
induce them to consider this question se- 
parately, and under an immediate point of 
view." In consequence of this, the Dutch 
envoy took- his departure from this coun- 
try, and Holland, at this moment, com- 
poses an integral part of the dominions of 
France. Thus the very object for which 
the war was ostensibly commenced, was 
given tip withoutan effort. On this sin- 
gular transaction, which was not publicly 
known in this country, till about twelve 
months -after it had taken -place, -and 
which, we believe, never became the sub- 
ject of Parliamentary discussion, we shaft 
only remark, that although Holland was 
acting under the influence and controul of 
France, yet, whilst she existed under a 
separate government, there still remained 
a possibility of detaching her, under fa- 
vourable circumswnces, and even of di- 
recting her power against our enemies. 
She was -an implement, grasped for the 
present, by the French ruler, but 
which might possibly have been wrested 
from, and turned against him ; whereas, - 
she is now- annihilated, and her population 
and resources added to the immense mass 
of the French empire. And thus, whilst 
we are interesting ourselves with the cap- 
ture or loss of a frigate, alterations are 
silently suffered to take place in the affairs 
of ^Europe, which consolidate the domi- 
nions of -our enemies, and confirm that 
power which we consider it as the object 
of the war totiestroy. 

VIII. On the 47th of April, 1812, the 
French minister of foreign aflairs address- 
ed a letter to the English foreign minister, 
stating, that Napoleon " constantly act- 
uated by sentiments friendly to moderation 
and peace, again made a solemn and sincere 
attempt to put an end to the miseries of 
war." In proof Of the sincerity of the over- 
ture, the French minister submitted a pro- 
ject of the terms oft which peace might be 
concluded, stating, that -* as the affairs of 
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the. Peninsula, and the two Sicilies, were the 
points of difference which appeared least 
to admit of being adjusted, he was authori- 
zed to propose an arrangement of them on 
the following basis : — The integrity of 
Spain to be guaranted ; France to renounce 
all idea of extending her dominion beyond 
the Pyrennees. The present dynasty to be 
declared independent, and Spain to be 
governed by a Natidual Constitution of her 
Cortes. The independence and integrity 
of Portugal to be also guaranteed, and the 
House of Braganza to havcthe sovereign 
authority. The kingdom of Naples to re- 
main in possession of the present monarch, 
and the kingdom of Sicily to the guaran- 
teed to the present family of Sicily ; and, 
as a consequence of these stipulations, 
Spain, Portugal, and Sicily, to be evac- 
uated by the French and English land and 
naval forces." With respect to the other 
objects, he proposed, that " each power 
should retain that of which the other could 
riot deprive it by war ;" and stated, that 
« the Emperor, in taking this step, did 
not look either to the advantages or losses 
which France might derive from the war, 
if it should be prolonged ; but was influ- 
enced simply by considerations for the in- 
terests of humanity, and the peace of his 
people ; and if this fourth attempt should 
not be attended with success, like those 
which had preceded it, France should at 
least have the consolation of thinking, that 
Whatever blood might yet flow, would be 



justly imputable to England alone." To 
these overtures, Lord Castlereagh replied, 
that " If, as his Royal Highness feared, 
the meaning of the proposition was, that 
the royal authority of Spain, and the go» 
vernment established by the Cortes, shall 
be recognized as residing in the brother of 
the head of the French government, andj 
the Cortes formed uiider his authority! 
and not in the legitimate sovereign Ferdi- 
nand VII., and his heirs, and the Extra* 
ordinary Assembly of the Cortes, now in* 
vested with the power of the government 
in that kingdom in his name ; he was com- 
manded frankly and explicitly to declare, 
that the obligations of good faith do not 
permit his Royal Highness to receive a pro* 
position for peace founded on such a basis. 
But, if the expressions apply to the actual 
government of Spain, Which exercises the 
sovereign authority in the name of Fer- 
. dinand VII., upon an assurance to that 
effect, the Prince Regent will feel himself 
disposed to enter into a full explanation 
upon the basis which has been transmitted, 
in order to be taken into consideration by 
his Royal Highness; it being his most ear- 
nest wish to contribute in concert with hit 
allies, to the repose of Europe, and to 
bring about a peace which may be at once 
honourable, not only for Great Britain 
and France, but also for those States which 
are in relations of amity with each of these 
powers." 
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TT is oar doty to make one little 
month the limit of our retrospect, 
yet we cannot, at times, help feel- 
ing the desire to open a vista to times 
more remote. We have always con- 
sidered the long avenue, and cor- 
respondent ranges of Patriarchal 
trees, rpoted in remote antiquity, 
and spreading their breadth of reli- 
gious shade as the sublime of rural 
improvement. And somewhat in 
rrke manner we should chuse to take 
» stated walk down the pages of 
history , stopping, from time to time, 
to contemplate, in the twilight of 



memory, those august personage.*, 
and elevated characters, who call for 
almost religious worship, or at least 
have commanded our earliest vene- 
ration. Indeed, the only appropri- 
ate epitaph of a great man, is the 
record which history retains of his 
actions. Mr. Canning, politician 
and poetaster, may, at the request 
of the city magistracy, compose hit 
inscription to the memory of William 
Pitt, but if, by some unaccountable 
accident, it should be preserved as 
the one lately discovered ou the 
Kosetta marble, ii will not fail to be 



